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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(1) Sager (3)^ 

(2) Ms. Madalena Fincham (4) ^ — 

Date of Interview Nov 6, 2001 

Type: a) [3 Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy is given to 1)D applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes e)Kl No. If yes, brief description: 



Claim(s) discussed: proposed claim amendments to 105 and 1 12 (attached) 
Identification of prior art discussed: 

Thacher, Liverance, Kelly (5816918 or 6015344) 



Agreement with respect to the claims f)D was reached. g)Kl was not reached. h)D N/A. 

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was reached, or 
any other comments: 

Ms. Fincham requested interview to discuss patentability of proposed claimed invention. Exr directed counsel to 

prosecution (including parent/grand-parent) for reiterating teachings of Thacher for network of electronic game devices 
continuously accumulating play data for each player/game devcie and for accumulating game data for use in subsequent 
tournament/game and Liverance teaches effecting a game device while a player plays. Exr maintains that comb/nation 
suggests a network of Liverance type game devices which effects game play for each player while each player plays 
which in effect influences game play of the tournament by definition since by effecting one (actually each one individually) 
player the play of the tournament is influenced. Examiner also stated Kelly teaches same game (including network quiz 
games) played in a torunament simultaneously which combined with Liverance also suggests claimed invention. 



(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims allowable is 
available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

i)£S It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview (if box is checked). 

Unless the paragraph above has been checked, THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST 
INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has 
already been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached 
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Interview Summary 



Part of Paper No. 4 



Memo (o Examiner Sager 

Prom: Magdalena Fincham on behalf of Walker Wgital 

EE: Application Nrx 09/768,567; specifically rejection of claims 105-114. 

105. A metfcxiof condj^ing a distributed electronic tournament for a plurality of players, comprising: 
exchanging hdbmiatioa between a centra] controller and a player Jo-alec remotely from the centra! 
controller, tie informarkn (i) bcuqg exchanged while the player plays a game in thus tournament and (ii) 
Mbeociiig game play ellht tournament, thereby irriTtencing »me plarv of a plurality of players 
participating in the touraarnent in order to Increase the probability foal there is only one wiina: of the 
to'jrns merit ; and 

staring in a database player hroroiatiari associated TAoth the player, be stored pJajier informatics 
being available for use in a subsequent tournament. 

1 12. Ad appraufi far conducting a distributed elsctaric Eouraamcnt for a plurality of players, comprising: 
means far exchanging inJarraatioji between a central controller and a player located remotely from 
central controller, Tie infcrtniatioo (i) being exchanged while the player plays a gtme in Ite tournament* 

and [ii} inilueiiciiig game play; and 

means for staring in a dalatase pbyer infbrnoatior. associated v.nth the player, ihe stored player 

infoTToatiari [being available far use] x> be used in a subsequent toumamcnS tc inlltiertce ffanepfavof the 

subsequent tournament while the pbver is a playjae a game in the subsequent touoamenl 

Remarks: 

C3airos 105-114 were rejected over rhaebcrin. view of LL\eranDe or instant bacfcgton-id discsoBure. 

Glim 105 : None of this ar retches or sn&ge&fs game p' ay of ore player, exchanged while the player Ib 
participating in a to umAment composed of a plurality of playsrs, inflter-cLTg game play of the toania merit; 
as daimec in the amended claim 105. Liyerance does nc: disclose a tournament composed of a ^urallry of 
playera. much Jess feplajer's game uiflasncing play of the Tournament. Similarly; osifter Thacter ur the 
in&rant bacltgrcuid disclosure teaclei or suggeaLs inf|-js:uittg game play of a tcrarnunertf based on such 
mfbrniatior. in order to hcreE.se 1te probability that there is only one winner of die toumaneDL 

Chum 112 : NeitisrThachcrnorLiv^nce baches storing nfoim'kjti exchanged between a playsr 
paitidpaling x a tournament and a central controller for use in tnfniencing game play of a arhsexyrerit 
le.umanwnt While Liverance leaches use of a player handicap to adjust a fina[ store of a subsequent game, 
" Li Yttanoc does not rcacn or ^geiTrSftiafidng game play In a sub'sea^ort game- Ab^iftifiE|| ^"fffiSl J §c£fe W " 
not cqdraJent or suggestive of influencing gane play while th< playei :s playing a game. Similarly, 
neiihec Thacher nor the bstar* background disclosure teach or suggssl &uch a ftature. 



